Chapter 30
The War to End War, 1917–1918
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: Entering World War I in response to Germany’s unrestricted submarine warfare, Wilson turned America’s participation into a fervent ideological crusade for democracy that successfully stirred the public to a great voluntary war effort, but at some cost to traditional civil liberties.

Theme: After America’s limited but important contribution to the Allied victory, a triumphant Wilson attempted to construct a peace based on his idealistic Fourteen Points. But European and senatorial opposition, and especially his own political errors, doomed American ratification of the Versailles Treaty and participation in the League of Nations.

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter summary

Germany’s declaration of unlimited submarine warfare, supplemented by the Zimmerman note proposing an alliance with Mexico, finally caused the United States to declare war. Wilson aroused the country to patriotic heights by making the war an idealistic crusade for democracy and permanent peace based on his Fourteen Points.

Wartime propaganda stirred voluntary commitment to the war effort, but at the cost of suppressing dissent. Voluntary efforts also worked wonders in organizing industry, producing food, and financing the war. Labor, including women, made substantial wartime gains. The beginnings of black migration to northern cities led to racial tensions and riots.

America’s soldiers took nearly a year to arrive in Europe, and they fought in only two major battles at the end of the war. America’s main contribution to the Allied victory was to provide supplies, personnel, and improved morale. Wilson’s immense prestige created high expectations for an idealistic peace, but his own political blunders and the stubborn opposition of European statesmen forced him to compromise his lofty aims.

As Lodge stalled the treaty, Wilson tried to rouse the country on behalf of his cherished League, but his own physical collapse and refusal to compromise killed the treaty and the League. Republican isolationists effectively turned Harding’s victory in 1920 into a death sentence for the League.

1. Zimmerman Note 

2. Russian Revolution

3. Isolationism 

4. Jeannette Rankin 

5. Fourteen Points Address 

6. “self determination” 

7. League of Nations 

8. Committee on Public Information 

9. George Creel

10. “four minute men”

11. George M. Cohan’s 

12. Espionage Act of 1917 

13. Sedition Act of 1918 

14. IWW

15. Eugene Debs

16. William Haywood

17. Schenck v. US (1919) 

18. Council of National Defense 

19. War Industries Board
20. “Labor will win the war” 

21. National War Labor Board 

22. Samuel Gompers

23. “Wobblies”
24. American Federation of Labor

25. 1919 Steel Strike 

26. Great Migration
27. National Woman’s Party 

28. Alice Paul 

29. Seneca Falls 

30. Nineteenth Amendment 

31. Sheppart-Towner Maternity Act 

32. Food Administration 

33. Herbert C. Hoover 

34. Eighteenth Amendment 

35. Fuel Administration 

36. Liberty Loans 

37. Victory Loan 

38. Conscription 

39. Bolsheviks
40. Chateau-Thierry 

41. Second Battle of the Marne 

42. General John J. “Blackjack” Pershing 

43. Meuse-Argonne Offensive 

44. Alvin C. York 

45. Henry Cabot Lodge 

46. Big Four 

47. League of Nations
48. Isolationists

49. William Borah 

50. Hiram Johnson 

51. “irreconcilables” 

52. Treaty of Versailles 

53. Senator Warren G. Harding 

54. Governor Calvin Coolidge 

55. James M. Cox 

56. “normalcy” 

57. Wilsonianism
Chapter 30 Study Guide
War by Act of Germany
What events led Woodrow Wilson to ask Congress to declare war?
Wilsonian Idealism Enthroned
What problems did Wilson face in committing the US to war?
Name Wilson’s twin war aims.  How did these set America apart from the other combatants?

Wilson’s Fourteen Potent Points
List several of Wilson’s Fourteen Points.

Creel Manipulates Minds
What was the purpose of Creel’s efforts?

How were Americans motivated to help in the war effort?
What was an unfortunate side effect of this?
Enforcing Loyalty and Stifling Dissent
How were German American treated during the war?
How was loyalty forced during WWI?

The Nation’s Factories Go to War
Why was it difficult to mobilize industry for the war effort?

Workers in Wartime
How did the war affect the labor movement?
What was the impact of the war on African American workers?
Suffering Until Suffrage
How did the war affect women and the women’s rights movement?

Forging a War Economy
Describe the mix of voluntary and involuntary efforts to support a wartime economy.
Making Plowboys into Doughboys
Analyze the fairness and effectiveness of the government’s draft.
Fighting in France--Belatedly
Why were American troops so desperately needed in Europe?

How were American troops used in Northern Russia and Siberia?

America Helps Hammer the Hun
Describe the effect of the American troops on the fighting.

The Fourteen Points Disarm Germany
Analyze the role the US played in bringing Germany to surrender.
Wilson Steps Down from Olympus
What political mistakes hurt Wilson in the months following the armistice?

The Idealist Battles the Imperialists in Paris
How did Wilson’s desire for the League of Nations affect his bargaining at the peace conference?

Hammering Out the Treaty
What compromises did Wilson make at the peace conference?

The Peace Treaty That Bred a New War
For what reasons did Wilson compromise his 14 Points?

The Domestic Parade of Prejudice
Why was the treaty criticized back in America?

Wilson’s Tour and Collapse (1919)
What was the purpose and result of Wilson’s trip around the country when he returned to America?

Defeat Through Deadlock
Why was the treaty finally rejected?

The "Solemn Referendum" of 1920
What did the results of the 1920 election indicate?

The Betrayal of Great Expectations
How much should the U.S. be blamed for the failure of the Treaty of Versailles?

Varying Viewpoints:  Woodrow Wilson: Realist or Idealist?
To what extent was Wilson realistic when he called for a world of cooperation, equality and justice among nations?

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h great debates in american history:  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Great Debate (1919–1920): 

24. Versailles Treaty and League of Nations. Should the United States ratify the Versailles Treaty and join the League of Nations?

	Yes: Pro-League forces, led by President Wilson and his administration; most Democrats, led by Senators Pittman and Williams; many eastern business interests and international law advocates, led by former President Taft.
	 
	No: Anti-League forces: including strong reservationists, led by Lodge, Elihu Root, and Senator Cummins; irreconcilables, led by Senators Borah and Johnson; many midwesterners, Irish-Americans, and other ethnic groups.




25. ISSUE #1: The treaty. Would the Versailles Treaty ensure a just and workable peace?

	Yes: Pro-League President Wilson: “The Treaty is a readjustment of all those great injustices that underlie the whole structure of European and Asian society.…The heart of the Treaty is that it undoes the injustice that Germany did…[and] organizes the world to see that such injustice will in the future be impossible.…[I]t has very, very few compromises in it, and is, most of it, laid down in straight lines according to American specifications.”
	 
	No: Anti-League British economist John Maynard Keynes: “In the first place, this treaty ignores the economic solidarity of Europe, and by aiming at the destruction of the economic life of Germany it threatens the health and prosperity of the Allies themselves. In the second place, by making demands the execution of which is in the literal sense impossible, it stultifies itself and leaves Europe more unsettled than it found it. The treaty, by overstepping the limits of the possible, has in practice settled nothing.”




26. ISSUE #2: Warmaking power. Would joining the League of Nations amount to a surrender of the sovereign power of the United States to decide matters of war and peace?

	No: Pro-League President Wilson: “Article Ten has no operative force unless we vote that it shall operate. The member of the Council representing the United States has to vote ‘aye’ before the United States or any other country can be advised to go to war under that agreement.…There is no compulsion upon us…except the compulsion of our good conscience and judgment. So it is perfectly evident that if, in the judgment of the people of the United States the Council adjudged wrong and that this is not a case of the use of force, there would be no necessity on the part of the Congress of the United States to vote the use of force.”


	 
	Yes: Anti-League Sen. Charles Townshend: “We are to be linked up in a league of more than thirty nations.…If trouble occurs in Europe, which under the League and the Treaty the United States is bound to enter, our government must settle the trouble and pay the bills, even though a majority of its men are sacrificed and its whole treasure is exhausted, for morally we cannot turn our back or surrender when we enter the contract. In a partnership each partner is responsible for all the obligations of the firm.… American boys from American homes will have to serve in both Europe and Asia for many years.”


27. ISSUE #3: Monroe Doctrine. Would the League permit international interference with American privileges under the Monroe Doctrine?

	No: Pro-League President Wilson: “I spoke to the conference in Paris, and they at once inserted the provision which is now there that nothing in that Covenant shall be construed as affecting the validity of the Monroe Doctrine.

…At last, in the Covenant of the League of Nations, the Monroe Doctrine has become the doctrine of the world.”
	 
	No: Anti-League Senator Henry Cabot Lodge: “In the first draft of the treaty that was presented to us the Monroe Doctrine was left somewhere among the voices heard in the air and the visions that are seen by capable visionaries, and we were told that the doctrine was safe because it had been extended to the whole world.…Now, however, there comes back a second draft with a direct statement in regard to the Monroe Doctrine putting it in a far worse position, in my judgment, than it was under the first draft, and that was bad enough.”




28. ISSUE #4: Would the League violate America’s long tradition of “no entangling alliances”?

	No: Pro-League President Wilson: “When men tell you that we are, by going into the League of Nations, reversing the policy of the United States, they have not thought the thing out. The statement is not true.…The point is that the United States is the only nation in the world that has sufficient moral force with the rest of the world.…What Washington had in mind was exactly what these gentlemen want to lead us back to. The day we have left behind us was a day of alliances.…This project of the League of Nations is a great policy of disentanglement.”
	 
	Yes: Anti-League Senator William Borah: “If I have had a conviction throughout my life, it has been the conviction that we should stay out of European and Asiatic affairs. I do not think we can have here a great, powerful, independent, self-governing Republic and do anything else; I do not think it is possible for us to continue to be the leading intellectual and moral power in the world and do anything else.…Let the people of this country who are opposed to entering into an alliance with Europe, who are opposed to surrendering the policy of Washington and the doctrine of Monroe, understand that reservations…are made to get votes.…”




REFERENCES: Thomas A. Bailey, Woodrow Wilson and the Lost Peace (1944); Bailey, Woodrow Wilson and the Great Betrayal (1945); Ralph Stone, The Irreconcilables: The Fight Against the League of Nations (1970); William Widenor, Henry Cabot Lodge and the Search for an American Foreign Policy (1980).

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h expanding the “varying viewpoints”

· George Kennan, American Diplomacy (1950).

A view of Wilson’s diplomacy as naïve idealism:

“Under the protecting shadow of this theory [Wilsonian idealism], the guns continued their terrible work for a final year and a half after our entry. Under the shadow of this theory Wilson went to Versailles unprepared to face the sordid but all-important details of the day of reckoning. Under this theory he suffered his tragic and historic failure. Under this theory things advanced with a deadly logic and precision to a peace which was indeed ‘forced upon the loser, a victor’s terms imposed upon the vanquished, accepted in humiliation, in duress’—a peace that did indeed leave a sting, a resentment, a bitter memory, and upon which its own terms came later to rest ‘as upon quicksand.’”

· Arthur Link, Wilson the Diplomatist (1957).

A view of Wilsonian diplomacy as a noble effort:

“For Woodrow Wilson the Paris Peace Conference was more a time of heroic striving and impressive achievement than of failure. By fighting against odds that would have caused weaker men to surrender, he was able to prevent the Carthaginian kind of peace that we have seen to our regret in our own time; and he was able to create the machinery for the gradual attainment of the kind of effort that he would have liked to impose at once. The Paris settlement, therefore, was not inevitably a ‘lost peace.’ It could have been, rather, the foundation of a viable and secure world order and therefore a lasting memorial to its chief architect, if only the victors had maintained the will to enforce what Wilson had signed.”

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h questions about the “varying viewpoints”

29 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How do Historians Kennan and Link use the same events to come to different conclusion about President Wilson?
30 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Which of these historians’ view of Wilson is more accurate?  Explain.
Analysis  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Questions 
“[I decided that] the desired results could be obtained without paying the price that formal law would have demanded.…Better to have the desired compulsions proceed from within than to apply them from without.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h George Creel (1876–1953) (1920)
“The most important question that confronted us in the preparation of our forces of citizen soldiery for efficient service was training.…Few people can realize what a stupendous undertaking it was to teach these vast numbers their various duties when most of them were ignorant of practically everything pertaining to the business of the soldier in war.”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h John J. Pershing (1860–1948) (Memoirs, 1931)

“We have twice succeeded in creating a situation where Wilson either had to take the Treaty with strong reservations…or else was obliged to defeat it. He has twice taken the latter alternative. His personal selfishness goes beyond what I have seen in any human being. It is so extreme that it is entirely unenlightened and stupid.…”  seq NL1 \r 0 \h Henry Cabot Lodge (1850–1924) (Letter, 1920)

1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What were the ideological results of Wilson’s proclamation of World War I as a “war to end all wars” and “a war to make the world safe for democracy”?

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Was it necessary to suppress dissent in order to win the war?

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Was the Treaty of Versailles a violation of Wilson’s high wartime ideals or the best that could have been achieved under the circumstances?

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
What was the fundamental reason America failed to join the League of Nations?
5. The United States entered the First World War not “to make the world safe for democracy” as President Wilson claimed, but to safeguard American economic interests.  Assess the validity of this statement.  (74)

6. To what extent did the United States achieve the objectives that led it to enter the First World War?    (00)

7. Analyze the ways in which the federal government sought support on the home front for the war effort during the First World War.

(07B)

HISTORIC NOTES
· With US-German relations strained, what is left of the rapport erodes with the disclosure of the Zimmerman telegram in March 1917.  In it German government promises that if Mexico agrees to an alliance with Germany, it will regain the territory it lost to the US in the Mexican-American War.  The following month, President Wilson asks and receives from Congress a declaration of war.  Opposition to US entry into the war is strong in the Midwest and Southwest; the Zimmerman telegram, however, infuriates residents of TX, AZ, & NM

· Envisioning a postwar world in which nations would cooperate and respect one another’s right to self-determination and recognize and enforce international law, President Wilson delivers what becomes known as the Fourteen Points in a speech to Congress.

· Leaving nothing to chance, and aware that the war is not popular with all Americans, the government enacts legislation to stifle opposition to the war.

· By and large, mainstream unions such as the AFL support the war effort and do not press their demands during the conflict.  Radical unions such as the IWW (Wobblies) have no such reservations; indeed, they see the war itself as contributing to what they see as the exploitive nature of capitalism.  For many workers, however, real wages climb during the war.

· With Germany’s capitulation in November 1918, the war to end war, as it is optimistically referred to, ends.  Wilson goes to Europe to hammer out a plan to establish peace and cooperation for the future.  Hoping for a “peace of right” as opposed to a “peace of might,” Wilson is soon disappointed.

· To reconcile the knee-jerk reaction of the victors to engage in an imperialistic dissection of the Central Powers’ empires with his own political and moral idealism, Wilson seeks to replace colonialism with trusteeships.  Conquered territories would be administered by the League of Nations, Wilson’s brainchild and one of his most enduring, if not necessarily successful, legacies.

· Despite his valiant effort to convince the American people and the Senate to ratify the Versailles Treaty (and with it US membership in the League of Nations), Wilson fails to accomplish this goal.  The treaty goes down to defeat in the Senate and with it Wilson’s health.  Incapacitated by a stroke, the president is forced to relinquish many of his responsibilities to others.
Advanced Placement United States History Topic Outline

18. The Emergence of America as a World Power

A. American imperialism: political and economic expansion 

B. War in Europe and American neutrality 

C. The First World War at home and abroad 

D. Treaty of Versailles 

E. Society and economy in the postwar years 













