AP GOV Chapter 6 Study Guide

Reading Schedule
11/15 Defining Public Opinion; How Public Opinion Is Formed
11/16 Political Preferences and Voting Behavior
11/17 Measuring Public Opinion
11/18 Technology and Opinion Polls
11/21 Public Opinion and The Political Process
11/22 Review Day
11/28 Test

Review Questions
· Because there is no one “public” but rather many different publics, surveying public opinion actually means:
· The concept of public opinion refers to:
· General agreement among the citizenry on an issue is a: (use a term here)
· What is divisive opinion?
· Private opinion becomes public opinion when:
· What is political socialization?
· What are the sources of political socialization?
· How does education relate to the likelihood someone will participate in politics?
· How do peer groups influence politics?
· What is an opinion leader?
· What do people believe about the media’s influence on public opinion?
· How does a person’s chronological age affect his political preferences?
· What is the generational effect?
· How does a college education influence voting behavior?
· How are professionals with advanced degrees likely to vote?
· How are businesspersons likely to vote?
· How does economic status affect a person’s voting preferences?
· Jewish voters tend to be more/less liberal?
· Irreligious voters tend to be:
· Historically, Roman Catholics tend to:
· Traditionally, Protest families tended to be:
· A study conducted after the 2000 campaign indicated that voters who are more devout, regardless of church affiliation tend to:
· African Americans tend to:
· Hispanics tend to favor:
· Cuban Americans tend to:
· Asian Americans tend to:
· Muslim Americans of Middle Eastern Ancestry tend to be:
· The first election that indicated the presence of a gender gap was:
· How do American women tend to stand on capital punishment?
· In comparison to men, women are more:
· Today, which regions are more supportive of Republicans than Democrats
· What was the major problem with the Literary Digest’s polling techniques?
· Who developed modern polling?
· The most important principle in sampling, or poll taking to ensure a representative sample is:
· What does it mean to have a random sample?
· What is a quota sample?
· How many people to Gallup or Roper typically interview in a nationwide sample?
· What is a sampling error?
· What are the possible problems with polling?
· Who has attempted internet polling
· What are the problems with internet polling?
· How does public opinion affect the political process?
· What are the values that shape American political culture?
· What is “political trust”
· What is the institution in which the public had the most confidence in 2004?
· In 2004, Gallup reported that the “most important problem” was:
· What are two of the limits of public opinion polling for determining policy?

Also, know all the “Key Terms” on page 215

Test Words

These are words that appear in the text and on the test and that you may not know.

· Generational
· Tendency
· Predictor
· Abstain
· Apolitical
· Irreligious
· Bias
· Predominate
· Partisan
· Suffrage
· institution
· Aggregate
· Aggregation
· Populace
· Spectrum
· Consensus
· Socialization
· Peer
· Gender
· Negligible 


