Answer the following questions using specific quotes and references from the letters.
1. What did these Founders consider the greatest defects of the Articles of Confederation? Why?
2. What recommendations did they make for amending (or abandoning) the Articles?
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Why were they so alarmed by Shays's Rebellion and other farmers' uprisings in 1786-87? Weren't the uprisings examples of democracy in action?
4. What dire predictions did Washington make about the nation's future if the Articles were not amended or abandoned? What predictions did Madison make?
5. How did the two men's experiences influence their predictions and recommendations for the nation's future?
6. Why did they and other Founders fear the inaction of "wise & good men" while unrest and violence escalated in the nation?
7. What was at stake for the world if the U.S. failed so early in its existence?
8. Elaborate on these Founders' statements about government using information from the book, and from your knowledge of US Government (you may borrow a ninth grade civics book if it helps. This stuff is in Chapters 3 and 4 of that book). How does each statement reflect provisions incorporated into the Constitution of 1787?
· –That power which holds the purse strings absolutely must rule.
Alexander Hamilton, 1780
· –He can have no right to the Benefits of Society who will not pay his Club towards the Support of it.
Benjamin Franklin, 1783
· –Thirteen Sovereignties pulling against each other, and all tugging at the federal head, will soon bring ruin on the whole . . . .
George Washington, 1786
· – . . . every Nation we read of have drank deep of the miseries which flow from despotism or licentiousness [excess of liberty] - the happy medium is difficult to practice.
Henry Lee, 1786
· –[Rebellion]is a medicine necessary for the sound health of government.
Thomas Jefferson, 1787
· –If the laws of the States were merely recommendatory to their citizens . . . what security, what probability would exist that they would be carried into execution?
James Madison, 1787

